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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2008 -- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
“ARC MARION TO COLLECT FOOD FOR INTERFAITH”
Ocala, FL. (November 4, 2008)--- In response to a recent Star Banner article, ARC Marion clients, staff, family and friends are collecting non-perishable food items for the Interfaith Emergency Services pantry in Ocala.   Friends of ARC are welcome to bring items to the ARC Administration building as a drop-off point from Wednesday, November 5 through Wednesday, November 19 from 8 AM to 4 PM weekdays.  
            “We were pleased and surprised when one of our clients suggested we do a food drive,” said Troy Strawder, Chief Executive Officer of ARC Marion, Inc.  “Our clients want to help the community just as much as the community helps them.  Sometimes they just don’t know what to do to help.”

           “We knew Interfaith was in need, so Gary Linn (Interfaith Executive Director) and I thought there was no better time than now to get this project started,” Strawder continued.  “We hope we can help refill their pantry shelves with donations from our clients, staff, family members and friends of ARC and the Hope Foundation.”

ARC Marion, established in 1959, is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization with the mission: to create opportunities for persons with disabilities to live, work and play to the fullest of their capabilities in Marion County.  ARC stands for Advocacy Resource Center.  They serve over 250 clients annually, employ 140 and are governed by a volunteer Board of Directors

The Heart of Florida Hope Foundation, established in 2001, is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization with the mission: to encourage the philanthropic support of ARC Marion, so they may improve the care and training of the developmentally disabled in our community.  
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